
HEADCORN HEADLINES: Friday 9th December 2022  
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Thank you to all parents and carers for supporting our 
Christmas Jumper Day this Thursday. This event has kicked off 
our festivities with a lovely day of Christmas music, an array of jumpers 

and accessories and a rather yummy Christmas Lunch thanks to 
Independent Catering Company. 
 
It has been a very chilly week this week so please remember to send your child in 
with their coat, hat, scarf and gloves so we can all keep warm and healthy for the last 
week of term! 

 
School Improvement Plan Update 
We had a visit from our Local Authority Advisor this week to see how things were going with the progress 
following our recent Ofsted Inspection. I thought you might like to read some of this feedback for reassurance 
that we are continuing to work hard on our curriculum provision for your child. 
 
This was a very positive visit with the Advisor completing a Learning Walk (which is a walk about the classrooms, 
observing lessons, speaking to children). The Advisor also looked at a selection of books to be able to see 
progress made across these first two terms of this new academic year. 
 
The Advisor was incredibly pleased with the progress made, stating that it was evident that leaders, teachers, 
and TAs were working very hard and with purpose and impact. She expressed delight at the abundant evidence 
of sequential learning, high expectations, consistency of provision between classes in the same year group, clear 
learning journeys in and between subjects, progression between year groups, a high quality of writing in cross-
curricular subjects and opportunities given for expression of pupil voice. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at one of our Christmas events next week! 
 
Have a lovely weekend! 
 
Miss Symonds 
 

Dates for your Diary:  
Tue 13th Dec: Year 2 Nativity Performance from 1.30pm 
Wed 14th Dec: Year 1 Nativity Performance from 1.30pm 
Thu 15th Dec: Year R Nativity Performance from 1.30pm 
Thu 15th Dec: Years 3&4 Church Services @ 9.30am 
Thu 15th Dec: Years 5&6 Church Service @ 11am 
Fri 16th Dec: Non-uniform Party Day! 
Fri 16th Dec: End of Term 2 
Tue 3rd Jan: Start of Term 3 
Fri 10th Feb: End of Term 3 
FEBRUARY HALF TERM 
Mon 20th Feb: INSET Day 5: No children in school 
Tue 21st Feb: Start of Term 4 
Fri 31st March: End of Term 4 

Assemblies 
Every day the children have assemblies that are aimed at developing their 
understanding of the wider world, sharing our core values, and encouraging self-
reflection.  
Next week we will be doing all things Christmas, with our wonderful Nativity 
performances by KS1 and services at the church by KS2.  
 

  



E-Safety 
Underage Use of Social Media Platforms.  
A recent study by the BBC has shown that the use of social media platforms by those children under the 
recommended age of 13, is again on the rise. There is little that we can do to dissuade children from using these 
sites, as predominantly they are used in a very innocent way to chat to friends outside of the school 
environment. Our alternative as a school is to continue to educate them on the best ways to protect themselves 
and perhaps steer them to sites that are more suited to their age range currently. Below we include a 
recommended list of social media sites that are geared towards children of a primary age (taken form 
www.internetmatters.org) Ultimately these sites give children a much safer environment where they can share 
their experiences and engage with friends. 

For those children aged between 6-10: 

Spotlite 
PlayKids Talk 
GoBubble 
Grom Social 
In addition to the information above we also include a guide for parents and carers pertaining to showing 
RESPECT online. 
 

Sports Update 
We are so proud of all the children who took part in the recent football tournaments hosted by Greenfields 
Community School last week. Our boys team played 5 games during the event: drawing 2, winning 2 and losing 1 
game. This put them in 3rd place in their group which sadly was not high enough to see them progress to the 
semi-finals. 
Our girls team made fantastic progress at their respective event. They stormed to first place in their group with 
some excellent results against schools from the Maidstone area. They progressed to the semi-finals where they 
unfortunately lost 0-1. The girls eventually finished in 4th place overall out of the 12 schools taking part in the 
tournament. 
We look forward to next term and the new year where we hope to take part in cross-country. 
Finally, if you haven’t done so already, please return any kit to the school office before the end of term. 
 

PTFA News 

• We need people to deliver calendars during the Christmas holidays. If you can spare an hour and fancy 
stretching your legs, please sign up here https://forms.office.com/e/piTKSbWP2B 

• Don't forget to do your online shopping via www.easyfundraising.org.uk and 
www.smile.amazon.co.uk to raise valuable funds for the school without spending any extra 
pennies 

• You may be aware of the elf that has been hanging out around school this last week or so. 
The kids will be asked to name him/her by filling in a slip of paper with their name & the 
name they want for the elf. The winner will then be drawn next week by Miss Symonds & 
get to take the elf home! Keep an eye out on social media and around the school for the elf  

Maidstone United Football Club 
The Girls Player Development Centre meets every Monday from 4.30pm to 5.30pm during terms times at The 
Gallagher Stadium.  Please see the attached flyer or register by following the link below: 
https://maidstoneunited.co.uk/developmentcentre/ 
 

This Next Week’s Curriculum Overview 
 Year R Cheetah & Leopard Classes: Next Week’s Curriculum Focus 

Maths: This week, the children will continue to engage with activities that develop their 
understanding of composition, or the numbers within numbers. A key focus will be on 
exploring ways to represent numbers using the Hungarian number pattern (die 
pattern). 
English: We will be creating story maps to retell the story of ‘The Three Little Pigs’. 
Topic: Children will be learning about the true meaning of Christmas. 
 

http://www.internetmatters.org/
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 Year 1 Tiger & Lynx Classes: Next Week’s Curriculum Focus 
Maths: We will be finishing off the term with some 3d shape Christmas crafts. 
Art: we will be designing and creating our own Christmas tree decorations using clay. 
Other: As a special Christmas treat for the children we will be watching a ‘U’ Christmas 
Film and doing some baking (but please keep this a surprise!) 
 

  Year 2 Puma & Panther Classes: Next Week’s Curriculum Focus 
Maths : recapping our learning on 2D and 3D shape, addition and subtraction and 
money.  
Science: researching food chains and, if we can, use past research we’ve done to create 
our own food chains.  
Art: working on creating Still Life pieces of artwork using Gambian fruits.  
And of course…our Nativity! Which will be taking place on Tuesday 13th December. 
 

  Year 3 Jaguar & Pallas Cat Classes: Next Week’s Curriculum Focus 
Maths: 8 x table and Christmas themed maths investigations 
English: Using our reading VIPERS skills to analyse Christmas TV adverts 
Other: Painting our Bell Beaker Pots and summarising our Through the Ages topic in 
History with some festive fun thrown in along the way! 
 

  Year 4 Jungle Cat & Cougar Classes: Next Week’s Curriculum Focus 
Maths: Reviewing multiplying and dividing by 10 and 100 in a Christmassy way.  
English: Writing our own stories based on the Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane. 
Other: Wrapping up all our topics ready for the end of term! We've absolutely loved 
learning all about sound, the Vikings and warp and weft this term! We can't wait to see 
what next term brings. 
Message: Last week, instead of our usual weekly times-table test, we completed a 
‘Soundcheck’ on Times-table Rockstars where the children were given 25 mixed tables 
questions and 6 seconds to answer each question in preparation for the MTC later in 
the year. Times-table Rockstars is available as an app and is available as a web version 
on PC. It is free to use, and your child has already been given a login. Every week, your 
child has the opportunity to win a certificate for Times-table Rockstars participation (in 
‘Studio’) and be presented with it in front of Y3 and Y4. The class with the most 
certificates will receive the grand prize… 5 minutes extra break! Please encourage using 
Times-tables Rockstars at home where possible to aid instant recall. After the Christmas 
break, we will be setting the children the individual table they need to revisit until they 
are mastered, before moving on to the next one. When we feel your child is confident 
in all their times-tables, they will move on to mixed (random) times-tables tests.  

 Year 5 Caracal & Snow Leopard Classes: Next Week’s Curriculum Focus 
Maths: consolidating our fractions knowledge  
English: we will be writing stories from the point of view of a Chinese warrior 
History: we will be wrapping up our topic on China by having a Chinese day on Monday 
– no need to dress up just come in as normal and we will be doing a range of fun 
activities!  
 

 
Year 6 Lion Class: Next Week’s Curriculum Focus 
Maths: revision 
English: winter descriptive writing 
Other: baking our final products in DT 
 

 


