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Head’s Lines 

 

Welcome back! I hope you have had a good Summer and the start of term has been a positive one. 
We welcome into our school community 60 new EYFS pupils and their families who have joined Cheetah 
and Leopard classes. We also have quite a few new pupils and families in other year groups and some 
teachers, TAs and support staff who have joined our staff team. We hope that you will all be very happy 
here at Headcorn Primary School.  
 
Over the Summer we have been working on addressing themes that came up through our Parent and 
Staff Surveys and one of these areas was Celebration Assembly.  Concerns regarding the length of these 
assemblies, the time taken to properly celebrate an individual's award and the growing size of the 
audiences, which has been overwhelming for some children, were common themes across many of the 
written comments shared with us. So we have decided to develop the theme of celebrating pupils 
achievements and successes in the following ways: 
 
On Friday mornings we will continue to hold Key Stage Celebration Assemblies to present and celebrate 
individual awards and achievements such as class awards, Mathletics and Maths Mammoth, Citizenship, 
Core Values and Sportsmanship awards as well as those achievements from outside of school. Parents and 
carers of children receiving the awards will come to these assemblies. You will be notified of any in-school 
awards. (There will be no class sharing in these assemblies, they are for in-school and out of school 
awards only). 
 
Classes will be sharing their work through some new initiatives whereby each term every class will hold 
an Open Classroom when you can come in before pick up at the end of the day to have a look at your 
child's work. We held one of these before Termly Learning Conferences (parent consultations) and they 
were received very positively. This will not be an opportunity for you to discuss individual matters but for 
your child to talk to you about their work. 
 
The teachers will also be inviting you in at various points throughout the year to share presentation 
pieces such as dances, songs, readings, recounts of class trips, etc. Please read Headlines carefully each 
week for announcements of these opportunities. 
 
We thank you for sharing your ideas, concerns and encouragement through the parent survey and will roll 
out other initiatives and information that address these in the coming weeks. 

The week 
ahead 

Mon 16 Sept Tues 17 Sept Weds 18 Sept Thurs 19 Sept Fri 20 Sept 

 
Football Tournament 

3.30pm 

Y5 to Lenham PE 
Workshop (please 

see Y5 below) 
 

EYFS go full time KS2 
Celebration Assembly 

(Awardees only) 

URGENCY GENERAL WHOLE SCHOOL ITEMS 

 

Headlines is a wealth of important information that can reduce enquiries made of the school office.  
Additionally, it reduces the number of individual emails that we send out to parents.  Please read these 
weekly bulletins to keep yourself informed of upcoming events, changes to timetables, club information 
and other useful information. 

 
Other than at drop off and pick up we would appreciate you keeping visits to the school office to a 
minimum.  Thank you. 

 
A schedule for after school clubs will be available online from Monday, 16 September.  Most clubs will 
begin during week commencing 23 September.  Paper copies of the club schedule and permission slip are 
also available from the school office. 

 
Please make sure your child's PE kit is left in school for the whole term. Occasionally PE days change and 
we are unable to call home for kits to be brought into school. 

 
School uniform should be ordered from Gooddies.co.uk  Orders placed before the 15th of the month will 
be delivered by month end and orders placed towards the end of the month will be delivered by the 
middle of the following month. 

 
Parents can make secondary school applications either online at www.kent.gov.uk/ola or by paper SCAF 
which can be downloaded from the website www.kent.gov.uk/secondaryadmissions.  The closing date for 
applications is Thursday, 31 October 2019. 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/ola


 
We are collecting the Aldi Get Set Eat Fresh stickers! Please pop the stickers in your child’s book bag or 
your class teacher. Thank you. 

 

If your child has an EHCP and you would like to find out more about how the Kent SEN office works, and 
meet Sharon McLaughlin the SEND Family Engagement officer, there will be a session at Bower 
Grove.  Sharon will be discussing her role and how the SEN office are intending to improve their 
service.  No Need to book. Friday 1

st
 November, 10.15 – 11.40am, Bower Grove School, Fant Lane, 

Maidstone, Kent ME16 8NL 

 

Would you like to find out more about CAMHS?  A mental health nurse will be running a session at Bower 
Grove School to share her advice and experience and answer any questions you may have. 
This is a good opportunity to find out more if your child is already involved with CAMHs or you think they 
might need the service. The session is open to parents, carers and professionals.  No need to book.  
Friday 20

th
 September, 10.15 – 11.40am, Bower Grove School, Fant Lane, Maidstone, Kent ME16 8NL 

 

E-Safety - Mobile Phones and TicTok 
Being in Y6 is an exciting time. It’s the beginning of the end to your child’s journey through primary school, 
as you begin to think about which secondary school will take them into the future. With a view to keeping 
in touch with your child once they move to their new school many parents may be considering getting a 
mobile phone for their child.  It is always wise to stay vigilant, and to continue to have frank conversations 
about what your child is doing on their device and how they are keeping themselves safe.  If pupils are 
messaging their classmates encourage them to do so in a kind and respectful way and to look after each 
other online.  Additionally, it has come to our attention that some pupils are not using the app TicTok in a 
safe way, via their mobile devices, and we encourage all our parents to follow the link below for guidance 
on the app. Please be aware that the recommended age range for TicTok account is 13 years. Talk to them 
about the risks and make a decision together about whether this is a suitable program for them to use at 
the current time.  
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/wake-up-wednesday/tiktok-guide-for-parents/ 

 

Messy Church will be back on Saturday, 21 September at 2:30pm - 4:30pm, in the Andred Hall (Headcorn 
Village Hall).  There will be a varied selection of art and craft to occupy the children, followed by the usual 
‘tea’, including sandwiches and desert.  The Bible story this time is about David and Goliath.   
Everyone’s welcome, so we look forward to seeing you all again soon.  From Jane Hatley and the Messy 
Church Team 

 

Reception and Year 1 Football will be starting again on Saturday, 21 September, 09:15-10:15. This is run 
via Headcorn football club. Year 1 and Year R will be the same location as last year, on the field in front of 
the village hall (Parsonage Meadow). If you’re driving, there is parking in the Traders car park (the bit right 
at the end of the main Sainsbury’s carpark - it’s then a short walk through the wood to the field). This 
helps to stop the village hall parking getting too busy.  
Bring along a drink and appropriate kit for running around in/keeping warm for your little one. As the 
weather turns and the field gets muddy, boots will become an essential part of the kit too. There will be 
an annual fee (probably £30-35, to be confirmed) but if you want to try a couple of sessions first, that’s 
absolutely fine. This is a mixed group with old hands from last year, newbies, girls and boys from 
Headcorn and surrounding villages all very welcome. Please contact Rob Henderson (Y1 Dad and Coach) if 
you have any specific questions: 07595 832 706). 

 
Ashford Rugby Club are hosting a Girls Rugby Fun Day on Sunday, 6 October between 1pm and 3pm – YR-
Y6 and Y7-Y13. Harlequins Women’s side will be making a guest appearance. Please email Amanda on 
arfc.girls@gmail.com or call 07901116837 

WRAPAROUND 
CARE 

Welcome back to school! We’re excited to be back, and looking forward to some mornings and 
afternoons, with outside play, and plenty of activities to keep busy with. Please remember to book online 
on scopay.com/login.html.  Breakfast club includes a variety of cereals, yogurt, fresh fruit and toast 
Afterschool club includes fresh fruit/vegetables, sandwiches*, snack* (*depending on pick up time). 

INDEPENDENT 
CATERING 

We operate a NO DEBT POLICY in school and ALL dinners must be booked and paid for in advance.   

  

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/wake-up-wednesday/tiktok-guide-for-parents/
mailto:arfc.girls@gmail.com


DIARY DATES 

Wed, 18 Sept: Lenham PE Workshop – Year 5 
Fri, 20 Sept: EYFS go full-time 
 
FRIDAY CELEBRATION ASSEMBLIES (awardees only): 
Fri, 20 Sept: KS2  
Fri, 27 Sept: YR/KS1 
Fri, 4 Oct: KS2 
Fri, 11 Oct: YR/KS1 
Fri, 18 Oct: KS2 
 
Wed, 9 Oct: Lenham PE Workshop – Year 6 
Fri, 18 Oct: End of Term (Mon 21st to Fri 25th Oct) 
Mon, 28 Oct: Term 2 Starts 

SPORT 

 

After School Clubs are scheduled to begin the week commencing Monday 23 September. However some 
clubs may start after this date so please pay close attention to the club overview which will be available 
online from Monday, 16 September. 
 
We will be taking part in the Maidstone Football and Netball league organised by Greenfields Community 
School again this year.  Headcorn football team have been drawn in Group A and will face; Staplehurst, 
Kingswood, Boughton Monchelsea, Sutton Valance, Lenham and Tree Tops Schools.  While our netball 
team have been drawn in Group C and will compete against Barming, North Borough and the hosts 
Greenfields.  
 
At the very end of last term Headcorn School was justifiably awarded with a Silver School Games Mark, 
which was presented in recognition of the schools dedication to sport across the academic year. The 
School Games Mark is a Government led award scheme launched in 2012, facilitated by the Youth Sport 
Trust to reward schools for their commitment to the development of competition across their school and 
into the community, and we are delighted to have been recognised for our success.  As part of our 
application, we were asked to fulfil criteria in the areas of participation, competition, workforce and clubs, 
and we are pleased that the hard work of everyone at our school has been rewarded this year.  I would 
like to take this opportunity to give a special thank you to all those members of staff who were involved in 
sport over the last year. Whether that be taking the time to run an after school club or enabling teams to 
take part in competition. All this massive effort is made voluntarily and without these people we would 
not be able to take part in as much as we do and provide as many opportunities to our pupils. 
 
A very big thank you to all parents who have supported the school with transport or who have attended 
events to cheer on the teams at local competition. Here’s to an equally successful year over the rest of 
2019 and into 2020. 
 
Competition at Headcorn School In response to the recent parent survey we would like to clarify the 
levels of competition that are available to us across the school year and how we select teams to represent 
the school.  Level 1 competition is mainly school based, and can involve children competing against each 
other in PE lessons, at after school clubs or through the various houses taking part in mini tournaments or 
at our annual Sports Day. This form of competition is available to all and everybody takes part at a level 
that is suitable to their skill set. 
 
Level 2 competition is inter-school competition and can take many forms such as larger tournaments or 
one off competitive matches. These events are run by School Games Organisers and are by invitation. The 
tournaments are an intermediate level and often there is a limited number of teams that we would be 
able to enter into the competition. Therefore we try to take pupils who are capable of coping with that 
level of competition, but also teams that will give a good account of themselves in an effort to succeed. 
Where we are in a position to take more than one team we will endeavour to take other pupils to give 
them experience of such an event. Last year we were able to take more than one team to football, cricket 
and athletics. 
 
Level 3 competition or Kent School Games is accessible by winning or sometimes finishing as a runner up 
in a Level 2 event. Over the years the school has represented our area of the county in Tag Rugby, Cricket 
and most recently Hockey. This is the pinnacle of primary school competition at a very high standard 
because it involves all the schools across Kent. 

  



EARLY YEARS 
YEAR RA: 

CHEETAHS 

 
 

YEAR RB: 
LEOPARDS 

 

Wow, what a super start we have all had in Early Years!  Thank you to all the parents who attended the 
Stay and Play sessions, this really helped your children to have a smooth and enjoyable transition to 
school.  They have been excellent! 
 
The children are enjoying exploring their learning environment, finding out about school routines and 
most importantly, making lots of new friends.   
 
Please remember that all children will start full time on Friday 20th September when they will all stay for 
lunch.  Please see the menu choices that will come home in your child’s book bag next week from which 
you can select main meal choices and return it to school before Friday 20th.  
   
The Early Years gate will be open each day from 8.30am until 8.50am ready for drop off.  Collection will 
also be from the Early Years gate which will be open in the afternoon from 3pm until 3.20pm.    

YEAR 1A: 
TIGERS 

 
 

YEAR 1B: 
LYNX 

 

We hope you all had a lovely summer break! The children have been settling in really well and are 
enjoying their first topic all about worms. We have thoroughly investigated worms and how they are not 
yucky, just ask your child. 
 
In Maths, we will be looking at one more and one less, so please practice this with your child at home. PE 
days will be Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 
 
Please can you ensure that all PE kits and wellie boots are in school and named and that all jewellery is 
removed on PE days.  

YEAR 2A: 
PUMAS 

 
 

YEAR 2B: 
PANTHERS 

 

It has been a fantastic start to Year 2.  All the children have settled in well and have impressed us so much 
with their attitude to work and impeccable behaviour.  
We have started our new text, ‘Lila and the Secret of the Rain,’ by being detectives and making intuitive 
observations about the opening picture.  After finding out that the text is based in Kenya we looked at a 
range of different photos and started to write noun phrases to describe the images.  In Geography we 
used our map skills to locate Kenya and created our very own boarding passes and passports – with of 
course, very serious photos attached.  We cannot wait to use these in our imaginary flight to Kenya later 
this term. We have also linked this topic to our Music lessons and have thoroughly enjoyed singing a 
catchy Kenyan chant.  We might even brave using the djembe drums to add some rhythm to a later 
performance.  
In Maths this week we enjoyed kick-starting our points on Mathletics and have also been using a range of 
resources to explore the place value of number.  Keep looking on Mathletics for weekly challenges set for 
the children.  We are certainly looking forward to winning the Maths Mammoth this term. 
We have also been really impressed with the number of home learning projects already making their way 
into class.  Don’t forget you only need to complete 1 of the activities by the end of the term, but feel free 
to work on any more.  We cannot wait to celebrate them in class.  As well as the topic grid, the children 
will also need to complete 1/2 Mathletics tasks a week and learn their weekly spelling (which will be sent 
home in the next couple of weeks). Please keep up the reading. We have certainly kept Mrs Berry and Mrs 
Stroud on their toes with the amount of book changing and bookmark checking this week.   
PE will be on a Monday and Wednesday this term and book changes on a Monday and Thursday – 
although we will make every effort to change books of needed during the week too.   
Please can we ask that all children have a pair of named wellies in school and a water bottle – learning is 
thirsty work after all.  
Have a fabulous weekend Pumas and Panthers and their families. 

YEAR 3: 
JAGUARS 

 

The Jaguars have had a fantastic start to Year 3 and have impressed us all with their maturity and kind and 
caring attitudes to each other - keep it up Year 3! We have already started our place value topic in maths 
where we have been using different equipment to represent Hundreds Tens and Ones and have been 
exploring The Egyptian Cinderella story and comparing it to our knowledge of traditional tales. All of the 
children have been given a reading book and a blue contact book, can I please ask that both of these 
books are brought into school each day, please use this contact book to note down how they are getting 
on with their book and when they have finished it. When they have finished a book and you have signed it 
off in their contact book, they can add a sticker to their bookmark which leads to prizes when they are 
completed. Times tables tests will start next Monday, everybody will begin with the 2 x table, the children 
need to have full marks for 2 consecutive weeks before they move on to the next one - they will record 
their results in their contact book. Please make sure the children have their PE kits in school all week, they 
will need trainers and jogging bottoms for outdoor PE as unless the weather is particularly bad we will be 
outside once a week. The children also need to bring in a pair of named wellies - thank you. 
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YEAR 4: 
JUNGLE CATS 

 

We are very excited about starting the new academic year teaching Year 4.  
PE will be on Wednesdays and Fridays so please make sure your child has their kit on those days. Children 
also need to remember their wellington boots as we head into the Winter months. Please could you also 
ensure that if your child requires an asthma pump, it is brought into school and handed in at the School 
Office. 
 
As of next week, the spelling test will be on a Thursday and Home Learning will be issued on the same day. 
As always, please feel free to speak to the Year 4 Team if you have any queries or concerns. 

YEAR 5: 
CARACALS 

 

Welcome to Year 5. We have had a great start to the year starting our book Odysseus and the class have 
already brought in fantastic home-learning. I am looking forward to their information pages about Ancient 
Greece, (there is a display board waiting..) 
 
PE next week will be on Tuesday and Wednesday. The Wednesday session will take place at The Lenham 
School. We will be going in the morning and will be back before lunch. Please ensure you have your kit 
ready for both days and don’t forget your water bottle as it is thirsty work! 
 
Mathletics is up and running so please take time to do the activities set – Hopefully the Mammoth will 

stay with year 5!  

YEAR 6: 
LIONS 

 

Hello and welcome to the Year 6 edition of the Headcorn Headlines. I must say it has been an absolute 
pleasure to acquaint myself with this year’s new intake of bright and charismatic pupils since the term has 
begun and I am extremely excited about navigating everyone through our shared learning journey in Year 
6. There may be challenges, trials and tribulations along the way but I am sure we shall all emerge out the 
other side with many new and exciting experiences and tales to tell. That’s the aim in any case!  
In these headlines, in addition to providing you with the usual bulletins and requests, I will be regularly 
sharing what the homework is for the following week and shall aim to sketch out a few choice highlights 
from our learning. I am already mightily impressed with the standard of our information posters on WW1 
from last week and we have kicked off that topic with some fascinating insights already. The class book 
will also come in to play next week now that “Bikeability” is finished so that will take us even further into 
that realm of wartime England. On the subject of “Bikeability”, the instructors made a point of telling me 
how impressed they were with the conduct and listening skills of the participants over the course of the 
week; they were incredibly complimentary so a massive well done to everyone involved for showing off 
the core values and proving yourselves once again to be upstanding young persons.  
The homework this week is to get started with our Mathletics for Year 6. If we set ourselves the aim of 
1250 points or so, that may put us in with a good chance of securing the mammoth, providing a certain 
Year 5 teacher doesn’t resort to the usual shenanigans! Additionally, if everyone could bring in a photo – 
or copy a photo - of themselves with family members (one which could be stuck in books without 
recriminations) that would be much appreciated as we are going to introduce our science topic of 
evolution, focusing specifically on inheritance.  
Finally, please remember PE will be on Mondays and Tuesdays this term. If everyone could bring kit for 
both indoor and outdoor sports, we will have an endless raft of possibilities at our disposal. 
Have a great weekend!   
 
Parents can make secondary school applications either online at www.kent.gov.uk/ola or by paper SCAF 
which can be downloaded from the website www.kent.gov.uk/secondaryadmissions.  The closing date for 
applications is Thursday, 31 October 2019. 
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